
THE DEATH OF GEORGE FLOYD - GOVERNMENT ABUSE CAN BE DEADLY 

In my years of ministry around the country, I have seen the best of the “thin blue line” and the 
worst. I have also seen good, honest, hard-working people in low-income communities suffer 
from rogue policemen and violent gang activity.  Our work in sharing the Gospel, always 
included ways to engage the community, to empower the residents to take back their streets 
from the abuses of both, easier said than done. 

Presently, Minneapolis, Minnesota is a battle ground because of the abuses of several 
policemen in the unlawful death of George Floyd. Having seen the videos and watched the 
pleas of the bystanders, there’s no excuse for the excess force and abuse in the arrest of that 
led to his death. We, like everyone else around the country, will watch closely as to what 
happens in Minnesota with respect to justice concerning the death of George Floyd. 

The commentary that has ensued from this event, let’s just say, it is full of emotion and rage, 
some overstating, some understating, and  many whipping up the worst emotions in us at a 
time when we need to rise up to the demands of redress that not only holds accountable the 
policemen and honors the life of George Floyd, tragically taken from him, but also honors the 
demands of liberty that are meant to protect all people in the communities that are now under 
siege.  

Several comments reflected the issues of Floyd’s death with respect to the battles we are 
presently fighting with regards to religious liberty issues in Minnesota and other states around 
the country. I’ve read that Minnesota’s battle over religious liberty should be diminished, 
trivialized, in comparison to this this issue of a rogue group of policemen. But the issue is the 
same for both. The li1mitation of the power of the authorities we elect is exactly the case in 
both issues. When government officials fail to honor the limitation of their power, when rogue 
policemen fail to honor the limitations of delegated authority, tyranny and tragedy ensue. Both 
issues, limiting government in the religious liberty battles and demanding justice and redress 
for the unlawful killing of are both vital in our constitutional republic. They both are symptoms 
of a growing problem that seeks to a citizen’s power away from solving the issues in their own 
communities on their own terms. The proper limitation of power demands that police follow 
certain guidelines, respecting our rights because we bequeath them the power of the use of 
lethal force in certain instances. Ironically, the 2nd amendment, which is often cited as a reason 
for the violence and abuses in many communities today, that amendment is written specifically 
against rogue politicians and rogue police. The Jim Crow, Democrat politicians of the south in 
the last century had their police force (Bull Connor), and their army (the KKK) to ensure that all 
citizens, white and black, conformed to their policies. Taking back the neighbor worked then, 
and it works today. 

It appears very clear cut what justice demands of this police brutality with respect to George 
Floyd. In Washington, I’m glad that the DOJ is looking into the issue of the killing of Ahmaud 



Arbury and, if the local authorities fail regarding constitutional demands of liberty and justice 
with regard to George Floyd, we will advocate their involvement in this case as well.  

Moving forward, it would appear that everything for which the LCRL is advocating in 
Washington D.C. can be part of the solution to the growing dystopia facing communities 
throughout our country today. Religious and 1st Amendment liberties are to be undergirded and 
protected against the abuses our politicians and police officers, even as they challenge all of us 
to solve the issues in our neighborhoods together. We teach specifically that 1st amendment 
rights demand the exercise of 1st amendment responsibilities on behalf of our neighbors. 
Defending the sanctity of life challenges us to defend the most vulnerable among us, whether 
life in the womb, life at the end of our lives, or life when it is securely locked down in handcuffs. 
The undergirding the institution of the family is sociologically, psychologically, and spiritually a 
first line of defense against many of the issues involved here. And,  finally, educational freedom 
and parental choice, empowering all families to educate their children as they see fit, is one of 
the key ways to push back against the tyrannies of government abuse and police brutality by 
fashioning a community where those authorities’ involvement, even if done well, is increasingly 
unnecessary.  

Having said all that…. For now, the issue is focused on these policemen, especially the and the 
killing of George Floyd. With our focus there, we pray for swift and unapologetic justice.  


